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Text By Angela Sucich
Photos By Colin Meagher

DON’'T BE ALARMED, BUT ANY DAY
NOW THE EARTH COULD EXPLODE.
REALLY. IT'S HAPPENED BEFORE,
ALMOST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO,
AS A MATTER OF FACT. OK, THE
WORLD DIDN’'T EXACTLY END IN 1980
WHEN MOUNT ST. HELENS ERUPTED,
BUT THE VOLCANO SURE TOOK ITS
BEST SHOT AT IT.

Picture yourself in the Pacific Northwest
on that fateful morning of May 18th: A
small earthquake triggers the largest
landslide in recorded history on the
volcano’s north flank. An instant later, a
lateral blast of rock, gas, and steam as
scorching hot as 660 degrees Fahrenheit
shoots out at some 700 mph to explode
the symmetrical cone of the mountain and
lay waste to more than 230 square miles
of forest in the immediate vicinity. Imagine
an angry mountain burning and belching







